[A comparative analysis of the frequency of detecting antibodies to the causative agent of tuberculosis with the incidence of discovering relapses in patients with respiratory organ tuberculosis].
A total of 503 patients with tuberculosis in different phases were tested for antibodies to M.tuberculosis using a complex of serological tests (indirect hemagglutination, passive hemolysis, complement consumption, and enzyme immunoassay). The frequency of exacerbations and recurrences and the incidence of detection of antibodies to M.tuberculosis were analyzed in patients with abating active pulmonary tuberculosis registered in follow-up group II, in patients with clinically cured tuberculosis of the respiratory organs (follow-up group III), and in convalescents with residual changes after cured tuberculosis but at an increased risk of the disease reactivation (follow-up group VII). Tuberculosis was found to recur more frequently in the patients producing antibodies to M.tuberculosis in comparison with those in whom these antibodies were not detected. The author puts forward a hypothesis about a relationship between vegetation of M.tuberculosis in residual foci as a latent tuberculous infection and production of antibodies to this agent. Despite the relative clinical well-being and stability of x-ray data, patients with seropositive diagnosis are at a high risk of developing relapses of tuberculosis of the respiratory organs, this implying that this patient population should be clinically followed up and administered courses of antirelapse therapy.